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| TAIWAN. 
Report by Acting-Consul Hewlett on the Trade of the Port of T: aiwan, 
| | for the Year 1870, : 


| CoMMERCIAL SUMMARY. 

THE anticipations of further development in the trade of this Consular 
district, which I gave expression to in my last year’s Report, have been 
fully realized. The year 1870 shows the highest figures that the Returns 
of Trade at Taiwan have reached since the opening of these ports in 1864. 
In shipping and tonnage, in imports and exports, there has been, in spite 
of the discouraging political events of the year, a most marked increase. 
_ There has sprung into existence, moreover, a direct trade between Taiwan 

and the British Colonies of Hong Kong and Australia. 

The Tables which are subjoined show the amount and value of the 
Trade, in its several divisions, into imports, exports, and shipping, as 
compared with that of the previous year; they follow the order of the 
Returns forwarded herewith. oe 


(A.)—Direct TRADE. 
British and Foreign. 


. Imports. Exports. Total. 
& & £& 
1869... bs aia Nil Nil Nil 
1870... i ne 24,666 37,371 61,837 
Increase, 1870 oe 24,666 37,371 61,837 
‘British. 
Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ & £ 
1869... ee os Nil Nil Nil 
1870 ae a's “a 4,746 25,831 30,577 
Increase, 1870 a «4,746 25,831 30,577 


It is gratifying to observe that of the total value of the direct trade, 
which is destined, 1 would fain hope, to become an important feature in 
future commerce of Taiwan, British imports and exports have absorbed 
one-half. Considering the small share taken by British vessels in the 
indirect trade carried on between these ports and the ports in China and 
Japan, this fact is not without its significance to British shipmasters. 


(B.)—Inpirect Trapt. 
British and Foreign. 


Imports. . | Exports. Total. — 
£ & £ 
1869. i 285,149 245,866 531,015 
1870... vs 281,777 393,704 675,481 
Decrease, 1870 3,372 a Bg 
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British. 
Tiaporte: Exports. | > Total. 
£ £ £ 
1869... da “ 15,734 47,886 63,620 
1870... ae .» | 140,896 101,101 241,997 
Increase, 1870 _ ves 125,162 53,215 178,377 


Direct AnD InprRECT TRADE. 


British and Foreign. 


“Tiga batee: Exports. Total. 


: £ € £ 
1869... om se 985,149 945,866 531,015 
1870... - gs 306,243 431,075 737,318 
Increase, 1870 ea es 185,209 206,303 


British. 


ee ts. Exports. Total. 
£ £ | £ 
1869. oe oe 15,734 47,886 63,620 
1870 ee ae ae ; 145,642 126,932 272,574 
Increase, 1870 °° ~— ag. 129,908 79,046 208,954 


The indirect trade in imports is conducted chiefly through the port of 
Amoy. The shipments of native produce exported were to Japan and 
the Northern ports of China. It will be seen that where, as in 1869, th« 
imports and exports in British vessels only amounted to 63,620/., on a 
trade the total value of which was 531,015/., a proportion of rather less 
than one ‘to eight, in 1870 they had risen to 272,574/., out of a trade 
valued at 737, 318/., an advance which represents more than one-third of 
the value of the entire trade. 


(C,)—Suiprine. 


British and poner: 


accede - | Cleared. — 


No. of Value of | No. of 


Value of 
Vessels. Foun ES: Cargo. | Vessels. 


Cargo. 


. & & 
1869 7 131 26,431 285,149 125 25,341 245,865 


1870 an 185 43,157 306,243 185 42,665 431,075 


Tonnage. 


Se aenae aammemal 


ee RETNA 


Increase, 1870.. 54 16,726 21,094 60 17,324 185,299 
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British. 
Entered. Cleared. 
No. of Value of | No. of Value of 
Vessels. Tonnage wii Vessels. Tonnage. Cargo. 
1869 os 37 6,498 15,734 34 5,931 | 47,886 
1870 as 48 11,649 145,642 50 11,920 126,932. 


Increase, 1870..] 11 5,151 | 129,908; 16 | 5,989 79,046 


Br itish and forcia shipping | In 1 1870 cieneased by more @ than one- Ahied: 
but notwithstanding the suspension during the last six months of the year 
of the trade in North German vessels, British shipping was not much in 
request, and consequently does not show a very satisfactory increase. 

As I have explained in a previous Report, British vessels cannot 
compete successfully in the coasting trade against the class of vessels that 
run under foreign flags. These latter, which consist chiefly of brigs and 
three-masted schooners, are built, it would seem, expressly for a trade in 
which the chief requirement, as far as vessels are concerned, is that they 
be of light draught and large carrying capacity, able, in the course of the 
year, to make several voyages at inconsiderable outlay. 

North German and Danish vessels fulfil these conditions admirably. 
By shipping their crews at home for the voyage, or for a term of years to 
be discharged at home, they secure at low wages the services of a better 
class of men than British masters can meet with at higher rates in any of 
the ports of China. Desertions and breaches of discipline are rare, as the 
men do not care to throw away their chance of a long engagement, 
followed by a return home, and, as in most cases the master is part owner 
of the vessel he commands, the working expenses are extremely moderate. 

The above considerations apart, there is, I believe, no reason why the 
carrying trade should fall so exclusively into the hands of foreign ship- 
masters. | 

-(D.)—Foreten Imports. 


In opium, Patna shows a falling-off of 49 chests, as compared with 
last year’s Returns, whilst Benares and Persian have increased by 185 
chests, and 48 chests repectively. 


Patna. Benares. Persian. 


Chests. Value. Chests. Value. Chests. Value. 


ers Se RAT 


£ £ £ 


1869 | 134 23,879 865 116,809 341 46,162 
1870 ea 85. 11,704 1,050 141,642 389 © 48,003 
' Decrease, 1870 .. 49 ioe ae ‘ - cs 


£ 
1869 .. oe - es 1,340 186,850 
1870 aa Cm) ae ee : 1,924 201,349. 


Increase, 1870 <u ee 184 14,499 
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The average price of opium during the year was as follows: Patna, 
630 dol. per chest; Benares, 620 dol. per chest; Persian, Bao dol. per 
chest. 

No Malwa is imported, the rate being too: high to admit of profitable 
sales. 

A large quantity of opium comes to Formosa in junks. | The importer 
in foreign vessels is at a disadvantage as compared with the shipper in 
native craft; the latter pays no import duty, and is consequently able to 

undersell the foreign merchant by 46/. 5s., the amount collected under 
tariff. 

There has been during the year 3 an increased demand for woollen and 
cotton fabrics, the consumption of which in 1870 exceeded the amount of 
last year’s import by 21,525 pieces, valued at 19, 856. 


Cotton’ Goods. 


Pieces, Value. 

@ , i £ 
1869 .. ae es ad 21,858 15,373 
1870 oe x) ; 4 ae 37,713 26,946 
Increase, 1870 we re 15,855 11,573 


Pieees. Value. 


> £ 
1869 .. os ae on 4,166 13,926 
: 1870 ee ee ae ee 9,836 22,189 
Increase, 1870 Pe es 5,670 8,263 


iinpotted: Exported. 
£ & 
1869 .., vie oa ee 26,133 55,859 
1870 ee : ae , as ee s 133,335 22,387 
Increase, 1870 oa a gata as 


The'i increase in pritlie: imabeet of t treasure dunes 1870 i is Paceouiten for iy 
the large export of sugar, and by the comparatively low rates at which 
opium sold throughout the year. 


(E.)—Native Propuce Imporren. 


Bevond a slight increase in the amounts of raw cotton, silk piece goods, 
tea mats, and tobacco, there is little in this class of imports worthy of 
special remark. 


(F.)—NATIVE Propucz EXPORTED. 


Camphor shows a slight increase over last year’s export ; but the trade 
in this article has been attended in the south of the island with such heavy 
losses, owing to the action of the local mandarins, that no fresh operations 
were commenced during the year 1870. 

In ground-nuts there is a falling-off, and jn sesame seed the decrease 
has amounted to 27, 2167. This has arisen from a failure of the crops, 
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whieh is the more to be regretted, as the out-turn of shipments in 1869 
proved very remunerative. | 

It is calculated that only one-fifth of the rice grown in Formosa leaves 
the island in foreign vessels; nevertheless, the export of this article in 
1870 exceeded that of the previous year by 5,794 piculs, valued at 5,4492., 
an increase which is only 500/. less than the total value of the rice exported 
in 1868. io | 
The chief product of the island, and that on which the commercial. 
prosperity of these ports mainly depends, is sugar. This staple is more 
easily grown than any other crop, requires less cultivation and attention, 
will flourish in soils which will produce nothing else; and, as such, is 
particularly well suited to the low lands of Formosa bordering on the sea- 
coast. The Returns for 1870 show an amazing increase in the export of 
this article. | 


Sugar. | 


Value. 


Quantity. 
Piculs. £ 
1869, sugar, brown ged ine 257,682 144,947. 
1870, ditto * Sed ne 552,709 310,944 
Increase, 1870 as ai 295,107 165,997 


Value. 


Quantity. 
Piculs. £ 
1869, sugar, white is wh 12,406 16,748 
1870, ditto os | 44,677 60,271 
Increase, 1870 es | 32,271 43,523 


Quantity. Value. 


7 Piculs. £ 
1869, sugar, brown and white ws 270,088 161,695 
1870, "ditto | 597,466 371,215 

Increase, 1870 vee | 887,878 209,520 


(A picul = 1334 lbs. avoirdupois.) : 

The sugar exported in 1870 has thus nearly trebled the amount of last 
year’s returns, and has exceeded the value of that shipped in 1868 by 
197,0007. The shipments were chiefly to Japan, in which country, owing 
to the entire failure of the crop, they sold at highly profitable rates. 
(Signed) ARCHER W. HEWLETT, 


Acting Consul. 
British Consulate, Taiwan, July 10, 1871. 
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PotltTicaL SUMMARY. 


| Tue event of the year which has excited the most interest amongst 

the foreign community of these ports has been the proposed disestablish- 
ment of the Formosa Consulates, and the consequent closing of the island 
to foreign trade. . 

The Memorial of the residents. praying against such a decision is well 
known, and need not therefore be touched upon in this Report. But it 
may not be out of place to repeat in these pages a summary of the grounds 
-on which I felt it my duty to support the position of the Memorialists. 

In my despatch to Her Majesty’s Minister, forwarding the Memorial, I 
represented that foreign trade in Formosa had never yet had a fair trial, 
and that the island had but quite recently given evidence of internal 
resourccs of a nature to leave little room for doubt that, were the trade 
freed from local.oppressions, it would assume an importance of which it 
had not hitherto been believed capable. The people I stated were well 
disposed towards foreigners, eager to export the valuable products of the 
island, and likely in time to become large consumers of foreign fabrics. 
The only obstacle to free commercial intercourse lay ia the attitude of the 
Chinese authorities, but, provided the Consulates were maintained, that 
difficulty was not insuperable. At the same time I pointed out that the 
removal of the Consulates would either put a stop to foreign trade 
altogether, or turn its direction into unhealthy channels, and would besides 
be attended with other disastrous consequences, amongst which not the 
least worthy of consideration was the fate that in such case would probably 
overtake the crews of foreign vessels wrecked on the coast of Formosa and 
the neighbouring islands. | 

The result of last year’s experience, as detailed in the commercial 
Summary, is so satisfactory as to encourage a hope that the Consulates 
will be maintained in a country which already imports no small amount of 
the productions of Great Britain and its possessions, which offers great 
scope for the display of British industry and enterprize, and which 
promises to fnrnish another outlet for the increasing wants of our 
mercantile marine. 
| The accompanying map of Formosa shows the division of the island 

into the districts under Chinese rule, the country of the civilized aborigines 
and the territory occupied by the savage tribes. It gives, too, the chief 
products of the cultivated districts. Were immigration from over-popu- 
lated provinces of the mainland encouraged, and the water supply of the 
island regulated and improved, large tracts of land now lying waste for 
want of hands to till it, would, it is believed, be brought under cultivation. 

The official classes in Formosa have a saying, in which they are wont 
to sum up the difficulties they have to contend against in administering 
the Government of the island— every three years an outbreak, every five 
‘a rebellion.” They fail to observe that a possible explanation of these 
periodical outbreaks lies in their own rapacity and misrule. But such is, 
unfortunately, too often the truth. A case in point occurred in 1870. 

Lin-yew-teen, a rich landowner in the district of Changhwa—to the 

assistance of whose family in providing men and funds the Imperial 
Government were largely indebted for the suppression of a formidable 
‘rebellion which broke out in the island in 1862—had become obnoxious 
to the local authorities on his refusal to pay the land taxes. Earlier in 
life Lin-yew-teen had served against the Tae-ping insurgents in Chekiang, 
and had been rewarded with high military rank and the decoration of the 
peacock’s feather. He did not therefore hesitate to assert his right to 
resist payment of the taxes until his own claims on the Government for 
money advanced during the rebellion had been adjusted. The Taoutae, or 
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Govenis of the island, answered his demur by sending an emissary to 
put him-to death. The clan rose to avenge the death of ‘their leader, and 
would have taken the district city had they not been restrained by the 
widow of Lin-yew-teen, who determined, before sanctioning such proceed- 
ings, to appeal to Peking. The appeal, which cost her, rumour says, 
40, 000 dollars, has been successful, and has resulted in the removal and 
disgr ace of the Taoutae. 

Still more impolitic, to use no harsher term, was the act by which 
another official of rank, deservedly popular in Formosa, was made away 
with. I allude to the execution of Liaon-suy-fang, the Hutai, or Brigadier 
in command of Anping after its evacuation by Commander Gurdon in 1868. 
This officer was personally known to and esteemed by nearly every foreigner 
in Taiwan. He was only in office a few months, but by his energy and 
personal bravery he succeeded during that time in ridding Formosa of the 
piratical craft which had so long infested its coasts. The Taoutae, how- 
ever, presented a Memorial to the Throne, in which he accused the Hutai 
of being a pirate in disguise, and of having entered the Government service 
under a false name. He received in reply the Emperor’s commands to 
put the Hutai to-death upon the spot. The unfortunate man was inveigled 
to the.Prefect’s Yamén, was entertained there by his brother officers on the 
3rd May, and beheaded very early in the morning of the following day. 
A mystery hangs over his fate. Some believe that in his death was 
expiated the shame of the Anping defeat of the previous year; others aver 
that he was the owner of the lorcha “ Arrow,” at the time that vessel was 
seized at Canton in 1857. 

_ By both these acts the Local Government have, in the words of one of 
their number, who took an unwilling part therein, “lost face” in the sight 
of those they govern. Such reckless disregard of even the forms of 
justice has a great effect upon the minds of a people whose traditions, no 
less those whose love of peace and order incline them strongly to submit 
to constituted authority, and to acts of this sort, in my belief is to be 
ascribed the cause of the insurrections, which, it must be admitted, have 
so frequently broken out in this island. The people are not at all 
predisposed to rebellion. On the contrary, the universal testimony of 
those who have travelled most amongst them is that, as long as they are 
left to their own pursuits, they are as peaceable and industrious as the 
rest of their countrymen. But they will rebel sooner than ruin themselves 
by satisfying the avarice of their rulers. 

It is useless to add that those rulers do absolutely nothing to improve 
the condition of those under their charge. Year after year passes and 
nothing is attempted in the way of opening up roads, improvement of 
harbours, drainage, and other public works, considered in more favoured 
countries as of paramount importance. The late Taoutae, it is true, did a 
little in this direction by founding schools, importing cotton seeds from 
America, and introducing the foreign system of vaccination. But these 
charities did not cost him dear, as the country after all had to pay for 
them, and they served in a measure to counteract the unpopularity conse- 
quent upon the severity of his rule. 

_ As far as that rule affected foreign interests, whenever those interests 
did not clash with his schemes of personal aggrandizement, there was not 
much to complain of. As soon as intelligence of the Tien-tsin massacre 
reached this place, the Taoutae took steps to prevent any popular outbreak, 
and he has at once repressed any SUmaure calculated to inflame the public 
mind against missionaries. 

There is only one Protestant mission in Formosa ; ; its members belong 
to the English Presbyterian Church. They own no property away from 
the 37k ports, all chapels at inland ports being registered in the name 

374 G 


82 | ‘OHINA. 


of Chinese converts. By exercising great caution in the admission of 
native members, and by rigidly abstaining from interference in the temporal 
concerns of the converts, “they disarm suspicion, conciliate the authorities, 
and move about the country unmolested if not unnoticed. With the 
proceedings of the Roman Catholic missionaries, who are established here 
in connection with the Spanish Dominican Mission of Fukhieu, I am not 
so well acquainted ; but I have reason to believe that they are equally 
impressed with the importance of avoiding collision with the native 
authorities. 

In connection with the Presbyterian Mission, and supported by its 
funds and by voluntary subscriptions from the residents, are two hospitals, 
one at Takow, and the other at Taiwan-foo. In the former relief was afforded 
during 1870 to upwards of 2,000 Chinese of the poorer classes, and that 
at Taiwan-foo is equally popular. The late Taoutae shortly before leaving 
presented a donation to the Takow Hospital, and declared that the loral 
authorities would willingly subscribe to institutions which had for their 
object the relief of suffering amongst the lower orders of the population. 

In concluding this Report, I regret to. state that the casualties to 
shipping have been as frequent during 1870 as in any of the preceding 

ears. 

: The “ Westburn,” a large British ship laden sith tea from Foo-chow, 
was lost on the Pescadores in February. A French barque, the 
« Antoinette,” became a total wreck there a month afterwards; and an 
English barque, the ‘ Despatch,” anda French schooner, the “ Clarisse,” 
were driven from the roadstead of Anping (the port of Taiwan-foo), in 
November last during a furious gale from the south-east. ‘The former 
vessel was never heard of again, and it is believed that she must have 
foundered with all hands on the Vuyloy shoals, close off the port, whilst 
the latter was sold at auction a few weeks afterwards as she lay stranded 
on the Koksikon banks. 

The constant shipwrecks which take place on the Peseadores make 
the erection of lighthouses on those dangerous islands a matter of very 
urgent importance. not only to the local shipping, but to all vessels of the 
larger class engaged i in the China trade. 

(Signed) ARCHER W. HEWLETT, 
| Acting Consul. 
British Consulate, Taiwan, July 10, 1871. 
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Vice-Consul Gregory to Mr. Wade. 


Sir, _ Tamsuy, July 20, 1871. 

I HAveE the honour to inclose herewith Returns of Trade for the port | 
of Tamsuy (with Keelung), for the year 1870. They are as follows :— 

No. 1. British Shipping. | | 

No. 2. Foreign Shipping (distinguishing the flags). 

No. 8. Imports. , 

No. 4. Exports. 

No. 5. (A) Direct Trade. 

No. 6. (B) Indirect Trade. 

No, 7. (C) Shipping Return. 

The Returns are chiefly based upon those prepared by the Customs’ 
Department, which has shown me much courteous and painstaking atten- 
tion in this and other matters. In regard to the values of imports and 
exports, I have deviated somewhat from the Customs’ estimates, rating the 
imports lower than they did, and the exports higher. . 

In Return No. 5 the direct trade is shown as ntl, trade with Hong 
Kong being regarded as indirect or coast trade. Some vessels, indeed, 
came from or went to Japanese or other foreign ports, but without cargoes. 
A British steamer on her way from Saigon to Japan took coal at Keelung, 
but the coal was doubtless for her own use, and I have not regarded it as 
an export to Japan. : | 

The amount of British shipping is larger than in 1869, but still much 
less than in the three preceding years ; though an increase is shown in the 
value of the cargoes, and in that of the general trade of the port. The 
discrepancy may be partly accounted for by the continued decline of the 
export of Keelung coal,—(a cheap article, employing much tonnage in 
proportion to its value),—and the contemporary increase in the export of 
tea. 7 

As regards imports, the import of opium is larger in quantity than 
that of any previous year except 1864, when the import was exceptionally 
large. a | 

“The import of British manufactured goods (?. e.,, cotton and woollen 
stuffs, and metals), is maintained, and, on the whole, increased. Of grey 
shirtings and other cotton piece goods, 37,481 pieces were imported. 

The exports show a large increase, as compared with those of the last 
five or six years. This increase is mainly due to the rapid growth of the 
tea, trade. 

The export of tea, as a regular branch of the foreign trade of Tamsuy, 
may be said to have commenced in the year 1866. The export in that 
year was 180,824 lbs. By a rapid and steady development it has now 
attained seven or eight times that amount. The increase of 1870 has been 
greater than that of any preceding year. ‘The increase of quantity has 
apparently been accompanied by an improvement of quality and enhance- 
ment of value. The development of the trade is owing mainly to the 
enterprize and activity of British merchants, The manner of conducting | 
the trade differs from that which prevails at other ports. Here, the 
British merchant buys the tea in an unprepared or rather partly-prepared 
state, and in small quantities ; it is then prepared for exportation on his 
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premises and under his direction. Hence, the tea export indicates more 
exertion, and presumably more profit, on the part of the British merchant, 
than might be inferred from its absolute pecuniary value, which is still 
small. One cause of the rapid growth of the trade may be found in the 
care and honesty with which the tea is prepared by the British exporters. 
Other causes may be found in certain advantages of climate and situation 
and in the absence (till lately) of inland charges on the trade. 

_ Tea is seldom or never shipped from this port direct to the foreign 
market. Hence its ultimate destination is a matter of some uncertainty ; 
but the greater part of the tea exported is understood to be destined for 
the American market, for which it is suited by its Oolong character. 

_ Until the present year (1871) there was no inland tax on tea in 
Formosa. Now, however, such a tax (known as Jekin) has been imposed. 
It was much opposed by the tea producers. At one time an open conflict 
between them and the authorities seemed to be imminent. The producers © 
kept back the tea for about seven weeks, rather than submit to the tax. | 
Thus the opening of the trade was delayed from April te June, and ‘some 
of the tea received injury from damp or otherwise. Notwithstanding this 
check, the export of 1871 will undoubtedly show a continued increase. 
The inland tax, after several tentative reductions, has been fixed for the 
present at the moderate rate of 50 c. per picul, ¢. e., something under jd. 
per lb. avoirdupois. 7 | | i 

Rice was, in 1870, the second export in point of value. The export 
was larger than that of any year since 1864. But I do not attach much 
commercial importance to this fact, which I attribute mainly to the circum- 
stance of a quantitv of rice having been shipped on Government account 
in European vessels to Tien-tsin, which would otherwise have found its way 
to Foo-chow or elsewhere in junks. 
| Camphor, which is the special, though not now the principal, article of 

export from Tamsuy, shows a larger quantity in the Returns of 1870 than 
those of any previous year (with a doubtful exception in 1868). The 
year's export was 17,239 cwt. The overthrow (in 1868) of the monopoly 
of this article has greatly lowered the price and increased the trade. _ 

Some excitement was occasioned, in the end of 1870 and early part of 
1871, by measures taken by the Chinese authorities. in connection with the 
establishment of a lekin or local tax on camphor. The amount of the 
tax was not very large, being 55 c. per picul, or hardly $d. per lb ; but 
the arrangements made for collecting it were such as threatened to give 
unfair advantages to certain Chmese merchants who were in close con- 
nection with the lekin office. Foreign merchants suspected that under 
cover of the lekin tax, a monopoly was to be established. ‘The course of 
trade was considerably disturbed. Instead of the local camphor dealers 
bringing down their camphor, foreign merchants went or sent their agents 
into the interior to buy. They obtained transit passes for their camphor, 
by which they were made exempt from payment of the local charge, but 
had to pay about an equal amount to the Custom-house under the name of 
transit dues. Their transit passes were always respected at the barrier- 
stations, but we heard much in a vague way about intimidation and similar 
agencies being used, with some success, to discourage the camphor-men 
from selling to foreigners. At length, after various discussions and 
changes of plan, the objectionable features of the system were given up ; 
and for about three months past the trade has gone on quietly, so far as I 
am aware. | 

It may be worth while to correct an error which got into currency 
three or four years ago, and found its way into official reports, in regard to 
the origin of the official camphor monopoly which formerly existed here. 
The origin of the monopoly was assigned to a quite recent period, subse- 


TAMSUY. | 85 
quent, indeed, to the establishment of this office. It might well excite 
surprise that such’ a restriction on trade should have been introduced 
without being noticed by this office. But the fact is thatin Mr. Swinhoe’s 
first Commercial Report from Formosa, dated the Ist January, 1862, the 
camphor monopoly is mentioned as a pe of some standing, and as in 
vigorous existence. 

There is in this office a copy of a letter addressed by merchants in. 
Hong Kong to Admiral Sir James Hope, dated 13th July, 1861, in regard 
to a contract made with them by the official monopolist, and sanctioned by 
the Taoutae, by which they acquired (as they supposed) the right of 
purchasing all the camphor produced in Formosa during a pericd of twelve 
months. This contract must have been made some months before the 
opening of any British Consular office in Formosa. 

From the peculiar character of the camphor manufacture and trade, I 
think it not improbable that a well-arranged and honestly-worked official 

monopoly thereof, such as might, perhaps, be maintained under European 
superintendence or inspection, might be legitimate and productive of good 
results. 
~ Coal is exported almost entirely from Keelung, and not from Tamsuy 
itself. The export of 1870 was much smaller than that of any previous 
year since 1865, It is, perhaps, a wonder that the trade survives at all, 
in competition with Japanese and other foreign coal, since the mines are 
not scientifically worked, and the trade is burdened with heavy differential 
duties. Formosan coal landed from a foreign vessel at Shanghae (its 
principal market) has paid export and coast trade duties to the amount of 
about 6s. 73d. sterling per ton; while Australian or Japanese coal will 
only have paid (to the Chinese Exchequer), an import duty of rather less 
than one-twentieth of that amount—namely, something under 4d. per ton. 
Japanese coal will, indeed, have paid an export duty in Japan of apparently 
about lld. per ton; but the total of this and the Chinese import duty is 
less than one-fifth of the duties paid by the Formosan coal. While this 
state of things continues, nothing more than a feeble and intermittent 
. activity can be expected in this branch of trade. 

The coal of Nwan-nwan has lately attracted some attention, as being 
better adapted for steamers’ use than the coal of Keeluny. Nwan-nwan is 
only about three miles from Keelung, but has no water communication 
with that port, while it has water communication with Tamsuy, by the 
eastern branch of the Tamsuy River. 

Sulphur, although a product of this district, does not appear in the 
Returns. The export, if any, is clandestine by junks. The collection or 
manufacture of the sulphur of Tamsuy has long been under prohibition by 
orders from Peking. The Mandarins are even instructed to visit the 
sulphur vents from time to time, and burn the sulphur that collects there. 
In the Tamsuy Trade Report for 1868, by Mr. E. C. Taintor, theu 
Commissioner of Customs at this port (which Report is among the 
Custom-house Trade Reports for 1869), there is an interesting notice of 
the great sulphur pits, and of the rather considerable manufacture which 
Mr. Taintor then saw in progress there. It is much to be wished that the 
manufacture of the sulphur were established under official sanction, either 
on Government account or otherwise. : 

The other exports that appear in the Return are =camaill in amount, and 
belong apparently to the Chinese rather than to the foreign trade. The 
export of timber shows a small increase. A further development of this 
trade would not be surprising. 

From the Returns it appears that the miscellaneous Chinese coast 
trade of this port, as conducted in European vessels, has, on the whole, 
decreased in late years. This is particularly manifest in regard to the 
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small imports of Chinese produce. From this I do not infer that the 
trade in these articles has diminished, but rather that it has passed to the 
junks, of whose cargues no account appears in the Returns. The diminu- 
ton of piracy has made the junks more secure, and tended to increase the 
employment of them. — | c 

Of the junk trade some statistics were given in my Returns for 1864, 
and by Mr. Holt in his for 1867, Lut I have not attempted to give such 
- statistics on the present occasion, and can only say that the junk trade is 
very considerable. - | 

The total value of imports and exports in European vessels, excluding 
treasure and re-exports, was about 314,0004, 

In regard to the origin of imports and ultimate destination of exports, 
this amount may be roughly divided as follows :— : 


& 
Foreign trade.—Opium, cotton goods, tea, camphor, &c. .. 254,000 
Local or coast trade.—Chinese imports, rice, coral, some 
camphor, &c., including coal for steamers ale a 60,000 
314,000 


_Of the foreign trade, an amount of 180,000/., or perhaps rather more, 
may be set down as British or British-Indian. These estimates are 
subject to some uncertainty, mainly as regards the destination of exports, 
but they cannot be very far wrong. Almost all the rest of the foreign 
trade, and also some of the local or coast trade, would be British in one 
sense, as passing through the hands of British merchants or agents. 

Two wrecks of British vessels occurred on the shores of this part of 
Formosa during the year 1870. One vessel, the brig “Escape,” (official 
No. 43,847) bound from Newchwang to Hong Kong, with Chinese-owned 
cargo. She was wrecked near Pak-sa Point, about thirty miles to the 
south-west of this port, on the 2nd of October last. The crew did not 
arrive at this port, but made their way across the Channel to Amoy. I 
subsequently heard of the wreck, and have succeeded, through the Chinese 
authorities and ‘otherwise, in recovering a little of the cargo and a few 
articles belonging to the vessel. Possibly sorae more may be got in. 

The other case was that of the barque “ Virgilia,’”’ (official No. 55,287) 
bound from Foo-chow to Shanghae, with a Chinese-owned cargo of timber, 
and wrecked about seven miles to the north-east of this port, on the 
12th of November last, in very bad weather. Very prompt information 
was sent in through the Chinese authorities, and a great deal of the cargo 
and wreck was saved. The crew came under the charge of this office. 

The practice of plundering wrecks prevails largely in this neighbour- 
hood, as well as elsewhere. I have endeavoured to introduce sumething 
like the principle of salvage. 7 

On the agriculture of this neighbourhood a few remarks may be made. 
The chief agricultural crop is rice, grown in irrigated or rather inundated 
fields. The levelling of the fields, and the provision of the supply of 
water, must have taken much labour and skill. The water is conducted 
by artificial channels from elevated springs, or from the upper courses of 
streams. 

The rice-fields of the plain of Bangka, ten or twelve miles inland from 
this port, are chiefly supplied by a stream which is conducted from a higher 
part of Tamsuy River, and is carried across another stream (at 
Kiang-beh) by a wooden aqueduct of 100 yards or more in length. 

Two harvests of rice in each year are obtained from the irrigated 
fields. In November or December, after the removal of the autumn crop, 
the fields are ploughed up. The plough is drawn by one buffalo, and 
managed by one man, hoiding the plough-handle in his right hand, and the 
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whip and halter in his left. The fields remain vacant for about four 
months, save that about the end of January seed is sown in nursery 
patches, sheltered from the north-east. In February or March the fields 
are in course of preparation for planting out. Besides the plough, two 
kinds of harrows are used, namely—(1) the “blade harrow,’ (locally 
called ‘‘kwa-pay ”), a wooden frame, holding beneath it two sets of 
metallic blades, which make parallel cuts through the clods or mud as the 
implement is drawn along by a buffalo, the driver standing on the frame ; 
(2), the hand-harrow,” (or “chew-pay,”’) of iron, with a row of long spikes. 
This seems to complete the stirring of the ground. 

In the latter part of March, or the early and middle part of April, the 
fields, now in the state of soft mud, are planted out with the young rice- 
plants. In taking up the young plants from the nursery patches, a sort of 
flat spatula is passed underneath, so as to take off a very thin slice of earth 
with the plants upon it. =. ae 

In this immediate neighbourhood, about a fortnight before the harvest, 
the rice is laid down, four adjacent rows being folded together, and so laid 
that the ears of each cross-row shall rest upon the cross-row in front of 
it. It does not appear that this practice is followed in the more sheltered 
inland country. a 

In July the crop is reaped. The grain is thrashed out immediately in 
the fields. There is a tub, within which is placed obliquely a set of 
wooden bars, The operator takes by the lower end a handful of rice- 
stalks, and gives it a few smart blows upon the bars, detaching the grain, 
which is received in the tub. A curtain, supported by bamboo sticks, 
keeps the grain from flying overboard. The tubis dragged forward as the 
progress of the work requires. | 

The ground is then speedily got ready for the planting out of the 
second crop, the young plants of which are already growing up in nursery 
patches. In preparing the fields for the second crop, the implement 
chiefly used in this neighbourhood is the lah-tak, This is a wooden roller 
4 or 5 feet long, and 12 or 15 inches in diameter, very deeply grooved 
longitudinally, so that its section would be a seven-pointed star, and 
mounted in a wooden frame, vn which the driver stands. The Jah-tak is 
drawn by a buffalo, over or through the wet land, the roller revolving 
and stirring the soft surface by the action of its grooves and ridges. 

The second crop is planted out in the latter part of July or earlier 
part of August, and is reaped in or. about the first week of November. 
This completes the year. 

In one case that was shown me, the second crop was planted before 
the reaping of the first crop, the young plants being placed among those of 
the first crop. : | 

The planting out of the first crop in the spring, and the harvesting of 
the second crop in late autumn, are liable to interference from the c&iil 
blasts and driving rain of the north-east monsoon. The frequent prevalence 
of wet weather in winter is a well known peculiarity of this region. In 
summer there is sometimes an unfavourable continuance of dry weather. 
Inundations of the river do not seem to occur (except, perhaps, under the 
influence of a severe typhoon), nor have I heard of ravages by locusts or 
other insects. 

These notices of the rice cultivation apply specially to the neighbour- 
hood of this port. In the plain of Bangka and in the regions to the south, 
the seasons are somewhat earlier, and there seems to be some differences in © 
the mode of procedure. | 

The rice of Tamsuy bears a high character in the Chinese market. 

Among other crops may be mentioned the following :— Sweet potatoes, 
indigo (said to be of two kinds), ground-nuts (known by the more appro~ 
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priate name of “ too-tow,” ground pease, used for making oil as well as 
for eating), sugar-cane, rheea (the so-called “China grass”), another 
fibrous plant, the produce of which in a rough state is called “hemp-skin,” 
a little wheat, also tea, and the dry ground-rice. a 

The dry ground-rice (grown without. irrigation), is locally called 
“e-neap,” or “i-liap.” I have seen it occasionally inland between this 
and Keelung, and it is said to be cultivated by the wild Aborigines of the 
mountains. It appears to be very fine rice, but to yield only one_crop a 
year, and not to succeed well if the weather be dry. . 

The planting of tea has greatly increased. in the last few years, with 
the development of the trade. There is now much tea planted in the inner 
country, near the Aborigines’ borders. The production will continue to 
increase as the young shrubs come into bearing. | 

There are flour-mills worked by the overshot water-wheel. The wind- 
mill, which might be very useful in China, seems to be unknown to the 
Chinese, as it was to the ancient civilized nations of the west. 7 

As regards mechanical appliances for raising water for irrigation, I 
have seen a water-wheel with pieces of bamboo set obliquely on its 
circumference to serve as buckets; the wheel dips in a stream which 
turns it; the buckets take water from the stream at the lower part of 
each revolution, and as they reach the top they come into a horizontal 
position and discharge the water. ~ . 

A simple contrivance called the “ water-hammer,” or ‘‘ water-pestle,” 
(chuy-tuy) is used for the pounding of rice (to clean away the integument 
of the rice). The pestle is fixed like a hammer-head on the end of a beam 
which moves on an axis. The other end of the beam holds a bowl or 
shallow bucket, into which falls a small stream of water. When the 
bucket.is full, its weight, and the impulse of the falling stream, send it 
downward, raising the pestle; but, in sinking, it pours out its contents and 
passes out of the course of the stream ; the pestle then falls, bringing the 
bucket under the stream again, and so the process repeats itself. | 

Bullock-carts of good size, drawn by a buffalo in the shafts and a 
bullock on each side, are used in the sea-coast country near Teukcham, 
but not at this port, nor (so far as I know), anywhere in the basin of the 
Tamsuy River, nor at Keelung. The mode of conveyance in this neigh- 
bourhood is either by boat or by human porterage. 

Reverting to the affairs of the years 1870 and of 1871 up to the present 
date, I should say that, though not unchequered, they have,.on the whole, 
been prosperous and tranquil, whilst there has been manifest commercial 
progress. — | 

In view of the impending changes in the Consular establishment, I 
have recently closed the Keelung Branch Office of this Vice-Consulate, 
which had been opened in 1869. | : 

While writing this letter, I hear of a temporary revival now occurring 
in the coal trade of Keelung, occasioned by an accidental check to the 
Japanese production or export of the article. | 

I may observe that the actual trade of Tamsuy, as between Chinese 
and foreigners, is done not so much at the port or anchorage as at the 
towns of Bangka and ‘'wa-tew-tian, about ten miles up the river. These 
two towns, which are only about a mile apart, are the commercial centres 
of the neighbourhood. The tea is chiefly prepared at Twa-tew-tian. 
Trade has also extended into the wilder regions further inland. 

| Your, &c. 3 
(Signed) WM. GREGORY. 
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TAMSUY, 91 
(No. 3.)—Imports at the Port of Tamsuy (including Keelung), in vessels 
of all flags which cleared during the year 1870, junks not included. 


Value. . 
oteeg Sterling, at 
| . Y* | 4s, 3d. exchange. 
(a.)—ForEIGN Propucr. . Dols £ 
Opium, chiefly Benares .. sw. Cwt. 1,385 572,637 121,685 
Cotton piece goods— ~ . 
Shirtings, grey aig «« Pieces 28,100 87,780 18,653 
» white and dyed wa ag SETS 28,369 6,028 
T-cloths and drills a ~s yg 21,980. 5,672 1,205 
Turkey reds .. es «s sys 12,969 10,433 2,217 
Woollen piece goods— i | 
English camlets és eis i 1,310 22,400 |. 4,760 
Long ells ae oe _@e 33 ~ §21 4,950. 1,052 
Other woollens — es ws % 69 1,316 280 
Metals— 
Lead es a «» Cwt. 2,158 | 13,777 2,928 
Iron and tin .. as Rae 5 465 6,068 1,289 
Sundries—. . a 
Cotton yarn, cuttle fish, mangrove 
bark, shell-fish, glass, &c. es <s 6,874 1,461 
Total of Foreign Imports. . ve 760,276 161,558 
(B.)—CHINESE Propuce. 
Cotton . ua 7 .. Cwt. 200 3,529 749 
Paper . ee bie oe 963 2,074 440 
Sundries— 
Salt fish, mats, bricks, wheat, nan- 
keens, &c. . +s es a 11,030 2,344 
Total Chinese Imports .. ws 16,633 3,533 
SUMMARY. | 
Dols. £ 
Foreign Imports ae ae aa 760,276 = 161,558 
Chinese Imports os ar nee 16,633 § 3,533 
Bye . 776,909 165,091 
Deduct for certain re-exports .. 7,108 1,510 
Net total 4. we we) 769,801 = 163, 581 


Also, treasure . ae an ag 19,300 4,101 
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(No. 4.)—Exports at the Port of Tamsuy (including Keelung), in vessels 
of all flags which cleared during the year 1870, junks not included. 


Tea es re 


Rice is a 
Camphor ee 
Coal is re 
Hemp (i. e., rheea, &c.) 
Timber 3 “é 
Sugar ve ge 
Sundries— 


Hemp-skins, medicinal 
stances, glue, &c... 


Total ea 


Treasure 


»e Lbs. 1,405,333 


.. Cwt. 99,186 

oe 17,239 

.- Tons 7,957 

.. Cw . 928 

.. Pieces 13,705 

~» Cwh «=: 1,825 
sub- 


e¢@ 


ee ea 


Value. 
| Sterling, at 
(Currency. | 46. 3¢. exchange. 
Dols. £ 
358,360 76,151 © 
166,633 35,409 
136,848 29,080 
24,120 5,125 | 
8,190 1,740 
7,338 1,559 
4,680 994 
4,088 869 
710,257 150,927 
193,000 41,000 
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